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English Language Arts 

 
Course Descriptions 
 
417000  7th Grade English Language Arts      7th Grade 
Prerequisites: None 
Language Arts 7 is a course that emphasizes writing, attentive listening, creative and critical thinking, organizational strategies, and literary 
analysis. Students are introduced to formal composition, grammar, and mechanics of writing, vocabulary study and literature. In written 
expression, emphasis is placed on the basics of the multi-paragraph essay. Studies in literature include nonfiction, short stories, plays, poetry 
and the novel. 
 
417001  7th Grade English Language Arts Pre-Advanced Placement    7th Grade 
Suggested Prerequisites: Commended Performance on TAKS and high English performance. 
This course is designed to prepare students for advanced study in writing and literature at the high school level. Composition skills will be 
strengthened through direct instruction and practiced in the multi-paragraph essay. Literature studied includes drama, novels, short stories, 
nonfiction, and poetry. Students will use their creative and critical thinking skills to analyze literary texts. Students in Pre-Ap Language Arts are 
required to be reading above grade level; literary materials will be covered at an accelerated pace with an emphasis on higher order thinking 
skills. Students enrolled in this course should expect extensive outside-of-class preparation. 
 
417003  7th Grade WINGS/Gifted and Talented      7th Grade 
Prerequisites: Identified as gifted and talented 
Language Arts 7 03 GT is a course designed to prepare students for advanced study in writing and literature within the gifted program. 
Students will strengthen language arts skills, as well as participate in interdisciplinary studies including math, social studies and science. This 
course has been divided into six general areas: affective skills, creative thinking skills, higher level thinking skills, critical thinking skills, 
research and communication skills and will involve extensive project-based work at an accelerated pace. 
 
418000  8th Grade English Language Arts      8th Grade 
Prerequisites: Completion of 7th grade English 
Language Arts 8 00 is a course that emphasizes composition, literature, and grammar. Writing styles which will be covered include 
descriptive/narrative, classificatory (advantages or disadvantages), and autobiographies. Literature studied includes novels, drama, short 
stories, poetry, and nonfiction. Grammar subjects include parts of speech review, sentence structure, and writing mechanics. SAT Vocabulary 
is also emphasized. Language Arts 8 students will also participate in interdisciplinary units throughout the year.  
 
418001  8th Grade English Language Arts Pre-Advanced Placement    8th Grade 
Prerequisites: Completion of 7th grade English. Suggested: Commended Performance on TAKS and high English performance. 
Language Arts 8 01 Pre-AP is a course designed to prepare students for advanced study in writing and literature at the high school level, 
including Pre-Ap courses. Composition skills will be strengthened through direct instruction and practice in the multi-paragraph essay along 
with grammatical application to writing. Literature studied includes novels, drama, short stories, poetry, and nonfiction. Students will be 
encouraged to use their creative and critical thinking skills to analyze literary texts. SAT Vocabulary is also emphasized. Students in Pre-Ap 
Language Arts are required to be reading above grade level; literary materials will be covered at an accelerated pace with an emphasis on 
higher order thinking skills. Students enrolled in this course should expect extensive outside-of-class preparation. 
 
418003  8th Grade WINGS/Gifted and Talented      8th Grade 
Prerequisites: Identified as gifted and talented 
Language Arts 8 03 GT is a course designed to prepare students for advanced study in writing and literature within the gifted program. 
Students will strengthen language arts skills, as well as participate in interdisciplinary studies including math, social studies and science. This 
course has been divided into six general areas: affective skills, creative thinking skills, higher level thinking skills, critical thinking skills, 
research and communication skills and will involve extensive project-based work at an accelerated pace. 
 

Mathematics 

 
Course Descriptions 
 
420100  7th Grade PreAlgebra       7th Grade 
Suggested Prerequisites: 80 or better in 6th grade math, advanced performance on STAAR, and sufficient scores on Algebra 
Readiness assessment. 
This course will cover pre-algebra concepts such as geometry, numeration, properties, equations and inequalities, statistics, probability, 
problem-solving, use of graphing calculators and computation applications. Students in this course will use pre-algebra strategies in working 
with the concepts. District determined prerequisites are required. 
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420200  Algebra I         8th Grade 
Prerequisites: 80 or better in PreAlgebra, advanced performance on STAAR, and sufficient scores on Algebra Readiness 
assessment. 
Successful completion of course and satisfactory performance End of Course exam will result in 1.0 high school credits. 
A student enrolls in Algebra I as a one-year course. The course involves a study of the real numbers and their properties, simplifying 
expression, the language of Algebra, solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities, linear and quadratic relations and functions, ratios, 
proportions and variations, and polynomials. The student should acquire a basic knowledge of the structure and use of Algebra. Successful 
completion of Prealgebra with an 80 or better 
 
427000  7th Grade Math        7th Grade 
Prerequisites: None 
Math 7 is a continuation and expansion of the skills/concepts developed in elementary mathematics. Emphasis is based upon problem-solving 
and development. The mathematics content can be identified with the following major strands; problem-solving patterns, relations and 
functions; numeration; operations and computation; measurement; geometry; probability; statistics and graphing; and basic algebraic concepts. 
 
428000  8th Grade Math        8th Grade 
Prerequisites: Completion of 7th grade math 
Math 8 is a program designed to prepare the student to study algebra in the ninth grade. This course will cover pre-algebra concepts such as 
geometry, numeration, properties, equations and inequalities, statistics, probability, problem-solving, use of graphing calculators and 
computation applications. Students in this course will use pre-algebra strategies in working with the concepts. 
 

Science 

 
Course Descriptions 
 
437000  7th Grade Science        7th Grade 
Prerequisites: None 
The study of science in grade 7 includes conducting field and laboratory investigations using the scientific method. The students will be doing 
critical-thinking and problem-solving in physical, chemical, earth, and life sciences. Forty percent of the curriculum involves using scientific and 
technological tools to collect and analyze data. 
 
437001  7th Grade Science Pre-Advanced Placement     7th Grade 
Suggested Prerequisites: Commended Performance on TAKS and high science performance. 
This course requires the students to perform field and laboratory investigations at a more advanced level using the scientific method. The 
students will be doing critical-thinking and problem-solving in physical, chemical, earth, and life sciences. Participation in outside-of-class 
scientific research projects is required. Students enrolled in this course should expect extensive outside-of-class preparation. 
 
438000  8th Grade Science        8th Grade 
Prerequisites: Completion of 7th grade science 
In grade 8, the study of science includes planning and conducting field and laboratory investigations using the scientific method, critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills to collect and analyze information in the areas of physical, life and earth science concepts. Forty percent of the 
curriculum is devoted to using scientific and technological tools to collect and analyze data. 
 
438001  8th Grade Science Pre-Advanced Placement     8th Grade 
Suggested Prerequisites: Commended Performance on TAKS and high science performance. 
In Science 8 Pre-AP, students are introduced to the Advanced Placement science courses that are offered at the high school level. Science 8 
Pre-AP includes more advanced planning and conducting field and laboratory investigations using the scientific method, critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills to collect and analyze information about physical, life and earth science, incorporating chemistry and physics concepts. 
Forty percent of the curriculum is devoted to using scientific and technological tools to collect and analyze data. Participation in outside-of-class 
scientific research projects is required. Students enrolled in this course should expect extensive outside-of-class preparation. 
 

History 

 
Course Descriptions 
 
447000  7th Grade Texas History       7th Grade 
Prerequisites: None 
Texas History tells the stories of people, events, and institutions from the state’s earliest civilizations to modern times. It touches upon and 
includes all of the social studies disciplines. People’s beliefs, the ways they meet their economic needs, the social and political institutions they 
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form, and the culture they transmit from one generation to another are all a part of Texas history. So, too, is geography, which tells the story of 
where events took place and the interaction between people and places. The themes of location, region, place, movement and human 
environment interaction are woven through the chronological story of all the peoples of Texas. Carefully planned activities and projects help 
students go beyond the rote learning of events and dates to gain an understanding of how and why events occurred and their historical 
significance. 
 
447001  7th Grade Texas History Pre-Advanced Placement     7th Grade 
Suggested Prerequisites: Commended Performance on TAKS and high history performance. 
In Texas History 7 Pre-AP, students will be able to identify various aspects of the Lone Star State. The history of Texas will come alive through 
structured projects that give the student hands-on experiences in understanding how the people of the past affect the present and future. A 
major component of this course will be the interaction of students within group settings, and their ability to recognize relationships and draw 
conclusions among their peers. Whether students are learning how to read or use maps or determining how Texas gained its independence, 
organization and clarity of ideas will be important to their success. Development of problem solving skills as well as learning decision making 
processes will be emphasized. 
 
448000  8th Grade US History        8th Grade 
Prerequisites: Completion of 7th grade Texas History 
This course exposes students to materials and information covering prehistoric times through 1877. Several themes such as exploration, 
colonization, independence, nationalism, expansionism, conflict and resolution and basic human rights are strongly embedded in the program. 
Many opportunities are provided for integrating technology through research and presentation of projects. Regular classroom work, homework, 
projects and tests are used to assess progress on an ongoing basis. 
 
448001  8th Grade US History Pre-Advanced Placement     8th Grade 
Suggested Prerequisites: Commended Performance on TAKS and high history performance. 
In U.S. History 8 Pre-AP, student’s instruction is accelerated allowing for more in-depth coverage of the topics and time for project-based 
learning to take place. This course exposes students to materials and information covering prehistoric times through 1877. Several themes 
such as exploration, colonization, independence, nationalism, expansionism, conflict and resolution, and basic human rights are strongly 
embedded in this program. Many opportunities are provided for integrating technology through research and presentation of projects. 
 

Electives 

 
Course Descriptions 
 
510100  Journalism        7-8th Grade 
This is an introductory course designed to explore written forms for a variety of audiences and purposes. Students will learn journalistic 
traditions, research selected topics, and learn principles of publishing.   
 
510200  Photojournalism        7-8th Grade 
Students enrolled in Photojournalism will communicate in a variety of forms for a variety of audiences and purposes. Students are expected to 
plan, interpret, and critique visual representation while examining their product for publication. Technology, visual, and electronic media are 
used as tools for learning as students create, analyze, clarify, evaluate, and produce effective visual representations. Students enrolled in this 
course will be introduced to journalistic skills and will use them to, plan, prepare, and produce photographs for a journalistic publication. 
Photojournalism students will also use their writing, composing and photography skills to create the BJHS Yearbook. 
 
511708  Building Academic Vocabulary (McMillan Only) 1 Semester Course   7-8th Grade 
This course provides direct instruction in academic vocabulary for all core subjects.  Students will increase their academic comprehension and 
be better prepared for college readiness assessments. 
 
551100  Spanish I         8th Grade 
Successful completion will result in 1.0 high school credits. 
Suggested Prerequisites: Commended Performance on reading STAAR and high English performance 
This is Level I of high school Spanish offering the student the opportunity for acquisition of the four basic language skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. The primary objective of the level one course is to develop audio-lingual skills and to obtain a mastery of simple basic 
communicative structures. The students will develop a cultural appreciation of the Hispanic World and recognize the interdependence of 
languages.  
 
560100  Art I    1 Semester Course    7th-8th Grade 
Visual Arts introduces students to art: its histories, criticism, theories, and production. The academic focus is on the elements and principles of 
design, cultural studies and art history. The studio focus is expressing feelings and ideas through a variety of visual mediums, processes, 
problem-solving, and high-level thinking skills relating to art and composing the visual elements.  
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560200  Art II         8th Grade 
This Advanced Art class is a more in-depth study in the art elements of design, cultural studies and art history. Students in this course are 
required to do more planning and demonstrate more sophistication with two-and three-dimensional materials.  
 
561100  Theatre Arts I   1 Semester Course    7th-8th Grade 
This is a course designed to expose the students to many of the types of performances utilized in Theatre. Students will gain experiences in 
mime, improvisation, reader’s theatre, monologues, and duet acting. An introduction to theatre history is also explored. Students will have 
opportunities to develop skills such as meeting deadlines, responsibility, memorization, body awareness, vocal interpretation, facial 
expressions, and gestures. 
 
561200  Theatre Arts II        8th Grade 
Theatre Arts II allows students to continue their performance experiences which were begun in Theatre Arts I. Emphasis is on individual 
responsibility and group effort. Prerequisite of Theatre Arts I required. 
 
563300  Band         7th-8th Grade 
A student will be placed in a band class with students who have comparable skills. Auditions are required for placement in the more advanced 
band classes. Bands include Beginners, Instrumental Ensemble, Concert, Select and Honors. Students are welcome who have not played an 
instrument before but are interested in beginning Band. The overall goals of the band program are to teach students: (1) respect for each other 
as well as adults, (2) responsibility through a positive work ethic, and (3) a love and respect for music through learning how to play band 
instruments and working together. *All students must meet University Interscholastic League (UIL) guidelines and participate in required band 
competitions and concerts with after school practices providing a portion of the students’ grades for the six weeks average. Must audition with 
the Band department. 
 
566300  Women’s Choir        7th-8th Grade 
The Junior High Choir Program focuses on sight-reading knowledge and building vocal skills and technique. Students may select choir and 
audition to participate in a variety of choirs. All students must meet UIL (University Interscholastic League) guidelines and participate in All-
Region competitions as well as Solo & Ensemble Contests outside of the school day. Must audition with the Choir teacher. 
 
567100  Men’s Choir        7th-8th Grade 
The Junior High Choir Program focuses on sight-reading knowledge and building vocal skills and technique. Students may select choir and 
audition to participate in a variety of choirs. All students must meet UIL (University Interscholastic League) guidelines and participate in All-
Region competitions as well as Solo & Ensemble Contests outside of the school day. Must audition with the Choir teacher. 
 
570000  Pathways          7th Grade 
Required for all 7th Grade students 
This innovative course is designed to challenge and engage the natural curiosity and imagination of 7th grade students while incorporating state 
standards in health, technology, and career exploration. 
 
571100  Video Production        8th Grade 
This is a course class in technology in which broadcasting and school/community video projects are emphasized. Students will learn concepts 
of video production and video editing as well as become familiar with various software packages, such as Adobe Photoshop.  
 
571120  Advanced Video Production       8th Grade 
Application and approval required 
This course is an advanced class in technology in which broadcasting and school/community video projects are emphasized. Students in this 
class are responsible for interviewing and filming for the junior high school news and producing the school’s video yearbook. Students will learn 
concepts of video production and video editing as well as become familiar with various software packages, such as Adobe Photoshop. Must fill 
out application with Technology teacher. 
 
574300  Teen Leadership   1 Semester Course    8th Grade 
This course will help develop a healthy self-concept, healthy relationships, and a sense of personal responsibility. Students will be able to 
understand emotional intelligence and the skills it measures, including self-awareness, self-control, self-motivation, and social skills. The 
course will build skills in public speaking and communication as well as an understanding of personal image. It will also provide an 
understanding of principle-based decision-making, and students will learn to make responsible personal and financial decisions, recognize and 
resist peer pressure, and learn to become better family members and citizens. Students will appreciate the need for vision in goal-setting, 
personally and professionally. 
 
574400  Chain Link   1 Semester Course    7-8th Grade 
This course offers students the opportunity to develop skills that will allow them to perform large and small acts of kindness that will promote a 
positive school culture.  In addition to acts of kindness, students will develop an understanding of the concepts of kindness and compassion 
and their impact on others. 
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580000  Professional Communications  1 Semester Course    8th Grade 
Successful completion will result in .5 high school credits. 
Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based environment. Careers in the global economy 
require individuals to be creative and have a strong background in computer and technology applications, a strong and solid academic 
foundation, and a proficiency in professional oral and written communication. Within this context, students will be expected to develop and 
expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply software applications, manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet research. 
 
580102  Books and Blogs   1 Semester Course    7th-8th Grade 
Application and approval required 
This course is designed with the avid reader in mind. It will allow students to read and discuss books related to their interests. Online blogging 
is required throughout the course.  
 
582100  PEER ASSISTANCE AND LEADERSHIP I (PALS)      8th Grade  
Prerequisites: Application  
The Peer Assistance/PAL course is a peer helping program in which selected students will be trained to work as peer facilitators with other 
students on their own campus, and/or from feeder elementary schools. The course will include training in a variety of helping skills that will 
enable students to assist other students in having a more positive and productive school experience. Positive peer influence will be utilized as a 
central strategy for addressing such issues as at-risk youth, substance abuse prevention, teen pregnancy, suicide, absenteeism, low 
achievement, eating disorders, behavior problems, and other areas of concern in the school district 
 
591100  Physical Education        7th-8th Grade 
PE includes a combination of activities designed for improving physical fitness and body strength. It also introduces a variety of team sports, 
individual sports, and activities. Basic skills, rules and team strategies will be taught. Students are required to actively participate each day in 
building team play with friendly competitions. 
 
592734  7th Grade Boys Athletics       7th Grade 
Athletics offers a wide range of University Interscholastic League competitive sports in which students may participate. The emphasis is on 
providing a fundamental foundation for the young athlete in order to prepare them for the more demanding high school athletic program. The 
boys’ program offers football, cross-country, basketball, and track. During the time that a sport is not in season, athletes will participate in a 
strengthening condition program. Some activities will require tryouts to select team members. *Completion of a medical history, physical exam 
and parental permission forms are required prior to participation. Students must meet state mandated academic and attendance requirements 
to be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities. 
 
592834  8th Grade Boys Athletics       8th Grade 
Athletics offers a wide range of University Interscholastic League competitive sports in which students may participate. The emphasis is on 
providing a fundamental foundation for the young athlete in order to prepare them for the more demanding high school athletic program. The 
boys’ program offers football, cross-country, basketball, and track. During the time that a sport is not in season, athletes will participate in a 
strengthening condition program. Some activities will require tryouts to select team members. *Completion of a medical history, physical exam 
and parental permission forms are required prior to participation. Students must meet state mandated academic and attendance requirements 
to be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities. 
 
592735  7th Grade Girls Athletics       7th Grade 
Athletics offers a wide range of University Interscholastic League competitive sports in which students may participate. The emphasis is on 
providing a fundamental foundation for the young athlete in order to prepare them for the more demanding high school athletic program. The 
girls’ program offers volleyball, cross-country, basketball, soccer and track. During the time that a sport is not in season, athletes will participate 
in a strengthening condition program. Some activities will require tryouts to select team members. *Completion of a medical history, physical 
exam and parental permission forms are required prior to participation. Students must meet state mandated academic and attendance 
requirements to be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities. 
 
592835  8th Grade Girls Athletics       8th Grade 
Athletics offers a wide range of University Interscholastic League competitive sports in which students may participate. The emphasis is on 
providing a fundamental foundation for the young athlete in order to prepare them for the more demanding high school athletic program. The 
girls’ program offers volleyball, cross-country, basketball, soccer and track. During the time that a sport is not in season, athletes will participate 
in a strengthening condition program. Some activities will require tryouts to select team members. *Completion of a medical history, physical 
exam and parental permission forms are required prior to participation. Students must meet state mandated academic and attendance 
requirements to be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities. 
 


